The Center for Environment and Development Studies,
Cemus, is unusual in that it is a student-initiated and
student-run university center with the expressed
ambition of contributing to a sustainable and more
equitable world. For over 15 years, Cemus has offered
interdisciplinary courses and a creative forum for under-
graduates, PhD students, researchers and teachers at
Uppsala’s two universities.

The Meeting Place

Throughout the years a fundamental principle of Cemus has been to
provide a meeting place for extracurricular activities and to actively
encourage students to act on their knowledge as an integrated part
of the teaching process. It should be easy to move frol retical
insights to real engagement on the basis of one’s new insights,
points of view, and values—whatever they may be. In a deeper
sense, Cemus should probably be regarded as a democratic project,
rooted in the academic ideals of knowledge-seeking and critical
thinking. It urges students to take responsibility by acting on their
knowledge and conviction—through the support of other students, a
building and infrastructure, and an attractive social environment.
Students without Borders, solidarity organizations for Burma and
Sudan, study groups, student newspapers, student conferences and
a plethora of individual initiatives and collaborations have been born
and have made use of Cemus as a meeting place over the years.
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